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*Key terms taken from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

1 timothy 3: Seaworthy

1 timothy 3:1-7
Read 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and list the qualifications of church elders/pastors/overseers.  What do these qualifications 
reveal about the heart of a leader in the church? 

key terms*

Read 1 Timothy 3.

Context is key! Consider how chapters 1-2 set the groundwork for chapter 3. 

 

Note any repeated terms from chapters 1-2. 

ELDER/BISHOP (vs. 1)

Overseership, office of an 
elder, the presiding officer 
superintending the church, 
includes elders and pastors 

FALL (vs. 6, 7)

Literally: to fall into or among 
robbers
Figuratively: to fall under one’s 
power

CHURCH  (vs.  6,15)

(Greek: ekklesia) A gathering of citizens 
called out from their homes into a public 
space, an assembly of Christians gathered 
for worship; the whole body of Christians 
scattered throughout the earth
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*Key terms taken from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

1 timothy 3: Seaworthy

1 timothy 3:8-13
Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13 and list the qualifications of men and women who serve the church in the role of 
deacon/deaconess.  Why is the character and conduct of church leaders in the home so important?

QUALIFICATION SIGNIFICANCE

Key terms*
MYSTERY (vs. 9,16)

A Christian truth hidden from 
ungodly men, which faith and 
godliness embrace and keep;  
A revealed truth (Rom. 16:25). 

DEACON (vs. 8)

Servant; one who executes the commands of 
another; by virtue of the office assigned to him 
by the church cares for the poor and has 
charge of and distributes money for their use.

TESTED (vs. 10)

To test, examine, or scruntize to see if a thing is 
genuine or not.  A term commonly used for 
testing metals (1 Pet. 1:7).

WOMEN / WIVES (vs. 11)

Woman of any age or a wife. If 
translated ‘women,’ could refer 
to the office of deaconess. 
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1 timothy 3: Seaworthy

1 timothy 3:14-16

Make a bullet list of the different aspects of 
the “mystery of godliness” outlined in verse 16.

What is Paul’s purpose in writing to Timothy? 
Hint: the context of 1 Timothy is to combat 
false teaching (vs. 14-15).

What does godliness have to do with the 
church? Consider its purpose and function.

1 2

3 4

What is the purpose of the church? (vs. 15)

Read 1 Timothy 3:14-16. 

Key terms*
MANIFESTED  (vs. 16)

To make visible or known what has been 
hidden; to render apparent. Used of Christ 
(Heb. 9:26).

CONDUCT (vs. 15)

Figuratively: to busy oneself (remain, 
abide, behave); to walk, a manner of 
life and moral character.

JUSTIFIED (vs. 16)

To show one to be righteous; to 
reveal or display his righteous nature.

BELIEVED ON (vs. 16)

Used especially of the faith by which one 
embraces Jesus; a conviction full of joyful 
trust that Jesus is the Messiah, the divine-
ly-appointed author of eternal salvation 
in the kingdom of God.


